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upon the thickness to which the sheets of rubber have been
rolled on the washing rollers. Although the great bulk of
the water is mechanically held on the surface of the rubber,
a certain amount is absorbed in its pores, and this is apt to
be tenaciously held. For speed of production, therefore,
the rolling into thin sheets appears to be the preferable
method, except that, for a given weight of rubber, the drying-
rooms must be of considerably greater capacity than for the
thicker sheet. In cases where floor space is a consideration,
what may be generally acknowledged as desirable may not
always be found expedient, and the fact that in many
factories we find thick sheets being dried must not be
taken as an indication that this in itself represents the best
mode of procedure in the minds of those who practise it.
The suggestion has been made that after drying for a short
time the sheets of rubber should be passed through dry
rollers to squeeze out the water of absorption, and there
seems little doubt that this procedure would expedite the
drying. Although the use of Blackman propeller fans has
been adopted to some extent for the purpose of removing the
moisture-laden air from the drying-rooms, it is quite a
modern practice, and its advantages do not seem to be so
obvious as might be supposed. Just at first, when the
superficial water is being removed, they certainly act
beneficially, but afterwards, when the amount of water
given off per hour is comparatively small, they ar.e of very
little assistance; moreover, by bringing in external air, which
has to be heated, there is an increased fuel consumption,
Again, unless means are provided whereby the incoming air
may circulate throughout the room, it will not do much good,
as it will go straight from the inlet to the propeller. The